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The Flag House i s  a two-and-one-half s t o r y  Fede ra l  co rne r  row house of 
salmon b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, Three bays wide, i t  has a b lack  s l a t e  
hipped roof and a  chimney on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  Apparently,  b u i l t  i n  1793 and 
added t o  i n  1820, t h e  house has a l i v i n g  room, d in ing  room-kitchen and h a l l  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  two bedrooms on t h e  second and s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  on 
t h e  t h i r d .  

(Check One) 

Mary Young P i c k e r s g i l l  bought t h e  house i n  1820, a f t e r  r e n t i n g  i t  f o r  
t h i r t e e n  yea r s .  Almost immediately a f t e r  acqu i r ing  t h e  proper ty ,  Mrs. 
P i c k e r s g i l l  added a two s t o r y  wing i n  t h e  r e a r  (a  k i t chen  on t h e  ground 
f l o o r  and a boa rde r ' s  room on t h e  second),  She l i v e d  i n  t h i s  house u n t i l  
h e r  d e a t h  i n  1857, and i t  remained i n  t h e  family u n t i l  1864. During the  
next  s i x  decades,  t he  house changed hands f r equen t ly  and served a v a r i e t y  of 
purposes,  i nc lud ing  those  of s a loon  and warehouse. A l t e r a t i o n s  included 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  d i s p l a y  window i n  f r o n t .  

(Check One) 

The C i t y  of Bal t imore purchased t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  1929, and s i n c e  t h a t  time 
i t  has been maintained a s  a n  h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ing .  One of t h e  f i r s t  t h ings  t h e  
c i t y  d i d  was t o  remove t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  window and r e s t o r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  facade 
on t h e  P r a t t  S t r e e t  s i d e .  Other r e s t o r a t i o n  work included r econs t ruc t ion  of 
a  p a r t i t i o n  between t h e  d in ing  room and l i v i n g  room. Workmen added s t e e l  
beams under t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f o r  g r e a t e r  s t r e n g t h .  The s t a i r c a s e  and two of 
t h e  s i x  mantels  i n  t h e  house a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

I n  1953 t h e  c i t y  e r e c t e d  a one-and-one-half s t o r y  dependency bu i ld ing  
behind t h e  main house. The new bu i ld ing ,  b u i l t  i n  t h e  same s t y l e ,  conforms 
w e l l  w i t h  t h e  F lag  House and i s  connected t o  i t  by a covered breezeway. 
Present  c a l l e d  t h e  1812 Museum, t h e  b u i l d i n g  con ta ins ,  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
two rooms i n  which a r e  placed momentoes of t h e  War of 1812 t h a t  had 
o r i g i n a l l y  been d isp layed  i n  t h e  F lag  House. Located on t h e  second f l o o r  
a r e  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  Star-Spangled Banner F l ag  House Assoc ia t ion ,  Incor-  
pora ted ,  This  b u i l d i n g  is  included i n  t h e  landmark. 

Boundary Information and J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The Star-Spangled Banner F lag  House s i t s  on a  l o t  l oca t ed  a t  844 Eas t  P r a t t  
S t r e e t  and f aces  south .  Beginning a t  t h e  p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Eas t  
P r a t t  and Albemarle S t r e e t s  proceed due no r th  along t h e  wes tern  s i d e  of 
Albemarle S t r e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Granby S t r e e t ;  thence pro- 
ceed west a long t h e  southern  s i d e  of Granby S t r e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c -  
t i o n  w i t h  Slimmers Al ley ;  thence proceed south a long  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of 
Slimmers A l l ey  t o  a  p o i n t  of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Eas t  P r a t t  S t r e e t ;  thence 
e a s t  a long t h e  no r the rn  s i d e  of  Eas t  P r a t t  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  
An i r o n  fence  wi th  i n t e r p o s i n g  b r i c k  columns completely surrounds t h i s  pro- 
p e r t y ,  and runs  p a r e l l e l  t o  each s t r e e t .  Located i n  a garden on t h e  west 
s i d e  of  t h e  house i s  a  memorial map of t h e  Cont inenta l  United S t a t e s  com- 
posed of s tones  from each of t h e  then  48 s t a t e s .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  - . .  - - v , .  -,- 
I n  he r  home a t  844 East  P r a t t  S t r e e t ,  Mary Young P i c k e r s g i l l  (1776-1857) 
designed and f a b r i c a t e d  t h e  f l a g  t h a t  f loa ted  over  For t  McHenry i n  t h e  
B a t t l e  of Baltimore, September 13-14, 1814. From an American sloop wi th in  
the  enemy f l e e t ,  Francis  S c o t t  Key, in sp i red  by the  s i g h t  of t h e  "Star- 
Spangled Banner," a s  she withstood heavy bombardment by t h e  B r i t i s h  s e c r e t  
weapon of rockets ,  wrote t h e  poem which today is heard around the  world a s  
t h e  National  Anthem of the  United S t a t e s  of America, 

Ass is ted  i n  t h e  work by h e r  daughter,  h e r  n iece ,  and h e r  mother, Mrs. 
P i c k e r s g i l l  completed t h e  f l a g  on August 13, 1813, t o  f u l f i l l  he r  cont rac t  

-with l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Th i r ty  by 42 f e e t ,  t he  f l a g  upon i t s  
completion was t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  world and fea tu red  15 g i a n t  s t a r s  and 
15 mammoth s t r i p e s .  The f l a g ,  which has been ~ r e s e k e d  i n  f a i r l y  good 
condi t ion ,  i s  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  Srnithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  and may be seen 
on d i sp lay  i n  t h e  museum of His tory  and Technology i n  Washington, D.C. 



Mary-Paulfing Mart in ,  "The Flag  House," September 9,  1969 i n  f i l e s  of Mary- 
land H i s t o r i c a l  T r u s t .  

Mary-Paulfing Mart in ,  "The Making of t h e  S t a r  Spangled Banner," t y p e s c r i p t ,  
September 9 ,  1969 i n  f i e l s  of t h e  Maryland H i s t o r i c a l  T rus t .  

Admiral George Henry P reb le ,  The Or ig in  and Hi s to ry  of t h e  American Flag ,  
(No p u b l i s h e r  given,  1917). 
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